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CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 1488 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GT 

SUBJECT: CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO LAUGERUD 
REF: STATE 050971 

1. GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF GUATEMALA'S RECENT "ELECTORAL 
PROCESS" WE BELIEVE A CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO LAUGERUD SHOULD 
BE SENT ONLY IF AND AFTER HE RECEIVES SUCH MESSAGES FROM AT 

LEAST SEVERAL OF THE LARGER HEMISPHERIC GOVERNMENTS AND FROM 
SEVERAL IMPORTANT EXTRA-HEMISPHERIC GOVERNMENTS. 

2. IF A MESSAGE IS SENT, IT SHOULD BE POLITE BUT PRO FORMA, 

SOMETHING LIKE: "I SEND YOU MY BEST WISHES ON THE OCCASION OF 
YOUR ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF GUATEMALA." 

3. SO FAR AS WE KNOW, NO GOVERNMENTS HAVE AS YET SENT CON- 
GRATULATORY MESSAGES. WE WILL, OF COURSE, KEEP THE DEPARTMENT 
INFORMED ON THIS MATTER. 

MELOY 
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